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Working together for a shared vision for TUED 
 
Rationale: 
TUED, established now for five years, has made an extraordinary global impact, 
dominating the union discourse on climate and energy, mainstreaming the notion of 
energy democracy, and  building new union/social/environmental alliances. 
 
And yet we can and must do more. We need a shared vision that can be actively 
promoted amongst unions everywhere, with priority issues and campaigns 
articulated for the coming years, driving a deeper commitment from unions and 
foundations for funding and TUED activism. 
 
TUED purpose to date: 
“Trade Unions for Energy Democracy (TUED) is a global network of unions and close 
allies that support democratic control and social ownership of energy resources, 
infrastructure and options. The TUED initiative aims to further develop and consolidate 
the rising opposition to the ‘extreme energy’ agenda and ‘carbon lock in’, within the 
framework of a ‘just transition’.” 
 
TUED’s key roles: 
(1) high-impact research and analysis that can inform public debates, policy advocacy 
and movement building; (2) activist education, including especially identification and 
cultivation of new activists; and, (3) convening and movement building.  
 
Examples of these roles include: 
1/ high-impact research and analysis  - publication of numerous research 
analyses since 2012; provision of expert advice on country-level energy policy 
through publication and engagement in forums 
2/ activist education - three intensive ‘climate immersion’ education program of 3-
5 days for union officials and activists in North America, opportunistic union 
climate education; 
3/ convening and movement building  - convening education, information & 
impact forums at COP meetings; convening of annual global meetings to plan 
movement-building with TUED members; creating & assisting numerous 
opportunities to engage at regional level in North America and Europe, Latin 
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The fourth contribution of this thesis relates to TUED movement building efforts 
and the importance of ‘imagineers’ for the network’s growth and development. !I%/&),#%
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%,19BB=2(<)1(A91)72G3(A.21BH(49,912Ò ('38F3&G5;98J8G539K&R;FQ&=8RR2;239&K2J9F;K&J5Q2&R;FQ&9C2&
g5Kp@2&;2H8F36&0;F59856&,;53J26&-5<8J856&-;22J26&)95<]6&(29C2;<53=K6&(F;75]6&+789:2;<53=6&53=&9C2&
'lP&"2H8F35<&9;5=2&@38F3&`F=82K&%!,&53=&%1+'&72;2&5<KF&;2G;2K2392=P& 
 
,F<<F783H&9C2&!'0&0F3H;2KK&;2KF<@98F3&F3&K@GGF;983H&
9C2&f5`F@;&15;9]nK&Q538R2K9F&JFQQ89Q239&F3&232;H]&
53=&J<8Q592&G;F92J98F36&*3(E)?25821(J3,R(LXJ]6&!'%$&
@38F3K&53=&5<<82K&Q29&789C&+C5=F7&+2J;295;]&RF;&
g@K832KK6&%32;H]&53=&)3=@K9;85<&+9;592H]&Ng%)+O&
"2`2JJ5&fF3H^g58<2]P&h89C&83G@9&R;FQ&'()+*(6&'()!%6&
10+&53=&-/g6&5&Q2QF&75K&K@`Q8992=&9F&83RF;Q&9C2&
=8KJ@KK8F3P&!C2&+C5=F7&+2J;295;]&K58=&KC2&72<JFQ2=&
!'%$nK&83G@9&53=&C2;&FRR8J2&7F@<=&=242<FG&5&!2;QK&FR&
"2R2;23J2&RF;&F3HF83H&JF<<5`F;598F3K&`297223&!'%$&
53=&C2;&925QP&&)3&25;<]&?53@5;]6&9C2&+C5=F7&
+2J;295;]nK&FRR8J2&K239&9C2&92;QK&FR&;2R2;23J2&485&
2Q58<P&&
&
#9&9C2&(F42Q`2;&AK9&Q22983H6&8KK@2K&72;2&;58K2=&5`F@9&9C2&KJFG2&FR&G@`<8J&F732;KC8Gi&9C2&R@9@;2&
FR&9C2&jg8H&+8bk&53=&89K&7F;I2;K6&53=&CF7&9F&5==;2KK&G;2KK83H&8KK@2K&5`F@9&9C2&232;H]&Q8b&83&9C2&
GF72;&K2J9F;&`@9&5<KF&83&9C2&`;F5=2;&2JF3FQ]&N83J<@=83H&9;53KGF;9^;2<592=&232;H]6&9C2&322=K&FR&
83=@K9;]6&53=&9C2&;F<2&FR&H5K&RF;&=FQ2K98J&53=&83=@K9;85<&@K2Oi&53=&9C2&GF923985<&8QG5J9&FR&%1*&F3&
9C2&%'&5GG;F5JC&9F&232;H]&53=&J<8Q592&95;H29KP&N!C2K2&p@2K98F3K&78<<&`2&R@;9C2;&2bG<F;2=&=@;83H&
9C2&Q22983H&F3&,2`;@5;]&AB9CO&
&
/FK9&;2J239<]6&F3&E)?25821(JX,6R&UVAX6&=@;83H&
0*1&UT&83&a)..6&!'%$&F;H538:2=&5&K9;592H]&
;F@3=95`<2&789C&D'&"'%3-)#&2&3-'#,%2-0(%/)"0%
K)C('#&'-9%KD,#)-1&-9%!(1C&D09%!)-l&19%=-'-.-9%
8"0&'&2-'%>(3DH1&29%W()0-'I9%:#-1I9%
A(#$()1-'.,9%A")+-I9%;$&1&33&'(,9%6N%-'.%6?KE%&
#&;2GF;9&FR&9C2&Q22983H&8K&C2;2P&&#&<8K9&FR&
59923=22K&8K&C2;2P&!C2&Q22983H&JF3K8K92=&FR&
;2GF;9K&R;FQ&!'%$&@38F3K&83&=8RR2;239&JF@39;82K&
53=&;2H8F3K6&5K&72<<&5K&=8KJ@KK8F3&F3&9C2&;2J239&
!'%$&7F;I83H&G5G2;&3-/B.-$)0"."3';4$&"3.,:F.1>"
W()7-(),$)0",:/"R)J/%,6/),"W-$%$%"$)"8/)/F.;4/"
U)/-01D"&
&
)
&DAQ(3,1+,2BH(1)9.0,+8=2R('"F(LMR(a)..(J(
